
Corporate Government Affairs - Fall 2008
Lecture Notes - Class 1

Instructor:  William James Jonas III, JD   Office Hours: Thurs, 6:00-6:45 pm
E-mail:  james.jonas@hklaw.com    Phone: 512.750.5455

While I will make every effort to be available during office hours, please call or email me with any questions as well.  Also 
if you know what time you will be stopping by, please let me know.  It is my desire to be accessible and helpful in every 
way possible.

Course Overview
This course of instruction presents a survey of local, state, and federal lobbying from the corporate perspective.  Students 
will be exposed to the mechanics, economics, compliance/ethics landscape, and ways to measure performance when 
considering government affairs activities.  This course is designed to support students who are currently responsible for or 
seeking careers that include facets of government affairs, public affairs, or public relations.  Advocacy within and toward 
corporate entities will be covered as well.

Objectives
1. Present an overview of government affairs and lobbying in the United States
2. Provide students with a historical template to understand government affairs activities today
3. Present information that will allow students to discern the effectiveness of government affairs activities
4. Provide an understanding of the government affairs market place
5. Present the tools and strategies used in government affairs activities
6. Provide exploration of how government affairs tools and strategies can be applied to communications and advocacy 

directed toward a corporation

The objective is to provide a non-technical yet detailed introduction to corporate government affairs thus allowing students 
completing this course to have greater understanding of the use and assessment of this tool to impact decision making.

The main readings of the course will be from Lobbying Reconsidered  by Gary Andres, Lines in the Sand by Steve Bickerstaff, 
and Texas Politics and Government by Gary Keith and Stefan Haag.  However, there will be articles, distributed during class 
meeting that will be referenced.  Additional copies of any articles distributed, in class, will be available upon request.  

Grading
I do understand that we have graduate and undergraduate students in this class and grading will take in to consideration 
that fact.

Final grades will be based upon three equally weighted factors: attendance, class participation, and a final exam.  Prior to 
10/30/08, students will be informed as to their current grades in the areas of attendance and class participation.  There will 
be occasional problem sets handed out and discussed during class that will not be graded but should provide some 
guidance as to the questions on the exams.

Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  All students are expected to abide by the UTSA Honor Pledge given below.

“On my honor, as a student of The University of Texas at San Antonio, I will uphold the highest standards of academic 
integrity and personal accountability for the advancement of the dignity and the reputation of our university and myself.”
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The Format for each lecture will be guest speaker with questions, a discussion of the speaker's comments, 
and concluding lecture covering the topics of the week.

Topics for guest speaker:
1. My path to where I am today
2. My general opinion of government affairs and lobbyists
3. What corporations should consider when hiring lobbyists or starting a lobby campaign
4. What mistakes corporations tend to make when implementing a government affairs campaign
5. My advice to those who will hire, fire, and implement lobby strategies in the future.

Introduction of guest speaker - The Honorable Jeff Wentworth
A Graduate of Texas A&M and Texas Tech University School of Law, Senator Jeff Wentworth has experienced and 
witnessed some of the most dramatic changes in the state and nation's political landscape.  His background as a army 
officer, congressional staff member, state and federal candidate, county commissioner, state representative, and state 
senator combine to allow us to enjoy the perspective of a dedicated public servant and experienced target of various 
government affairs strategies.  Senator Wentworth is Chair of the Jurisprudence and active, on behalf of the State of 
Texas, in numerous multi-state legislative organizations. 

Notes from speaker remarks:
• In government affairs, honesty is paramount, a bipartisan approach is critical, and a good lobbyist is always 

knowledgeable on the topic of advocacy.
• The U.S. Congress versus the Texas Legislature is a comparison of partisan dysfunction versus bipartisan function.  

Specifically, the bipartisan make-up of committee chairs in the Texas Legislature limits the need for total change in 
committee leadership if/when there is a change in majority party.

• The Texas Legislature functions with a bipartisan spirit except on the topic of redistricting.
• Redistricting can "blow-up" a legislative session; this is a consideration when assessing the political landscape.
• Redistricting is the area where incumbent protection and partisanship have extraordinary impact.
• Honesty in government affairs and lobbying is more than telling the truth; it is a commitment to clear communication; 

the lobbyist needs to be consistent and the message must be designed so that it can be consistently heard and 
understood in the same way.

• Qualifications for a government affairs professional/lobbyist can/should include a law degree and experience working 
in government.

• When communicating with elected officials, email is an option and is a good path; however, email volume for most 
elected officials requires screening by staff.

• In contacting elected officials, letter writing is effective; a state senate district in Texas has a population of 700,000, 
and eight or ten letters on a topic will make a difference with a Texas Senator.

• If a topic is represented as a "local" issue, the remainder of the Texas Senate is likely to respect the wishes of the 
local delegation (regardless of the policy implications).

• When developing or reviewing a government affairs strategy, it is important to consider: Who do you need to talk to?  
The Governor? The Senate or House Author? Who should be the person to send the message? What visuals can 
support the message?  How can the media be used to energize the base of support or opposition?
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Lecture covering topics of this week
Political Landscape of Texas Today (Chapter 1 Keith and Haag) 

How does someone become a lobbyist? James Jonas vs. Buddy Jones
Types of Lobbyists

-Hired Gun
-In House
-Subject Matter Expert

Role of Media in lobbying
- Getting a story in the paper
- Paying for help
- Getting an editorial
- Selecting your outlet
- Using blogs

Discussion on Indian Gaming - without metrics, there can be problems in pricing
GTECH and Ben Barnes - without metrics, there can be optics that are problematic
Shifting trends that will impact lobbying - economics, demographics, political ideologies

Final Exam: Thursday, December 11, 2008  5:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Classroom Responsibilities
Please be professional and considerate toward your professor and fellow students; your professor will always treat you in 
a professional manner.  If you must leave class early for reasons other than an emergency, please inform me before 
class.  Abide by the University’s academic policies, particularly those related to academic honesty.

University Academic Policies
Refer to the UTSA Graduate Catalog 2007-2009 http://www.utsa.edu/gcat and UTSA Information Guide 2007-2008 http://
www.utsa.edu/infoguide/ for relevant University academic policies.  Note the University policy related to scholastic dishonesty.  
The University expects every student to maintain a high standard of individual integrity for work done.  Scholastic dishonesty 
is a serious offense which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test or other class work, plagiarism (the appropriation 
of another's work and the unauthorized incorporation of that work in one's own work), and collusion (the unauthorized 
collaboration with another person in preparing college work offered for credit).  In cases of scholastic dishonesty, the faculty 
member responsible for the class may initiate disciplinary proceedings against the student.

University Support Services
The University provides various support services for students through the Office of Disability Services (http://www.utsa.edu/
disability/).  If arrangements for services are necessary, please contact the Office of Disability Services at the start of the 
semester.

Senior Lecturer
W. James Jonas III - B.A. (magna cum laude) with honors in Politics, Washington & Lee University; J.D. University of 
Texas School of Law.

Materials
Lobbying Reconsidered: Politics Under the Influence; Andres 
© 2009 | Prentice Hall | 07/08/2008 
ISBN-10: 0136032656 | ISBN-13: 9780136032656 

Lines in the Sand; Steve Bickerstaff
2007 University of Texas Press
ISBN 13978-0-292-71474-8  

Texas Politics and Government: Continuity and Change; Keith and Haag 
© 2008 | Longman | 02/19/2007 
ISBN-10: 0205551238 | ISBN-13: 9780205551231
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